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If you leave them in a huff., bitterness would not go; but it will
positively vanish if you leave with the intention of ending bitterness.
If someone is bent on opposing khadi and your creed, what will you
do with him?
Nobody wants to do so, and if someone does, I shall not worry.
But if someone attacks your creed, what would you gain by abandoirng
the creed? A creed has to be defended by fighting.
My creed is so dynamic that no one can crush it* We should
not give up the creed, we should leave the Committees if
necessary.
If there are no Committees, we shall be crippled. With what authority
shall we then function?
Try to think on a little higher level You find that the Fergus-
son College is functioning side by side with your national Institu-
tions; does it depend on the Congress? To believe that one can
work only with the support of the Congress is to display diffidence*
You can do only as much work as is within your own power to
do. What is the use of maintaining an instrument which consumes
all your funds and energy in its mere upkeep? It is better to get
rid of such an instrument. If an instrument comes in handy without
much effort, we may well keep it. If it takes away all your
strength, it is better that it slips out of your hand.
[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 14-9-1924
61.   SPEECH TO CONGRESS WORKERS, SURAT
[September 5, 1924}*
During his short stay of a few hours here, Gandhiji discussed with Con-
gress workers local matters mainly relating to the coming Municipal elections
and the state of national primary schools. He advised them to put forth
and elect only those candidates who promised to support a national policy* and
he asked them all to work unitedly though they might individually belong
to different parties. With regard to the national schools Gandhiji stated that
if the Congress people could not find sufficient funds to run them, they
had better close them; but he was quite against the policy of borrowing
loans for their maintenance.
The Bombay Chronicle, 16-9-1924
1 Gwlhiji visited Surat on his way to Ahmedabad from